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Jaiden just finished her undergraduate degree in Actuarial Mathematics. “Throughout my K-12 education, math was
always my strongest subject. | like that in being an actuary, | can help people and there’s a purpose behind what I’'m doing.”

Jaiden grew up Catholic and went through all of the milestones. “I never really felt connected to the Catholic church,”
she says, “because our church felt like a place where you went on Sunday, then you’d go home and live your own life. There
was really no open conversation about anything controversial, and we were taught in a very black-and-white manner. In
high school, | figured out that | wanted to explore different types of churches, and | bounced around a lot.” Last summer,
Jaiden was taking classes and decided to try out worship at Lord of Light and LCM. “Once the fall semester started, |
started going to Faith & on Wednesday nights,” she says, “and then | went on the fall retreat. I've always felt welcome, and
everyone has made a point to introduce themselves and get to know me, and the open conversations with no judgement -
that’s a new thing, especially in a church community.”

Jaiden found that the sermons made her want to keep coming back. “In other churches,” she says, “90% of the time, |
have no idea what the message even is. At Lord of Light, there is a different type of message where the principle is still the
same, but it’s open to interpretation. Pastor Elizabeth includes translations and gives context. That was the first time I've
experienced anything like that. It resonated with me, so | definitely wanted to keep coming back!”

At LoL and LCM, Jaiden found that the dinners strengthened her sense of community. “I think dinners after service have
really impacted my experience,” she says, “because it’'s so much easier to bond when you’re enjoying a meal together. |
think providing that community where you can talk about what just happened in the service, or life in general, being
somewhere where people are excited to see you, to catch up, makes the entire going-to-church experience better, and
then you’re excited to go back next week. I'm so thankful for the community and the open-arms environment that it has
provided.”
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“But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears
the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in

one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty. ”

-Matthew 13:23

GOOD FRUIT

Pastor Elizabeth Friedman

The rain garden we planted at church in April is starting to bloom, and we continue to see the good fruit our ministry bears.
This spring, we sent 16 graduates into the world. During graduation weekend, we served as a hub for the Ann Arbor Zero Waste
effort to ensure students could donate their unwanted furniture, home goods, clothing, and nonperishables to area
organizations as they frantically moved out of their apartments. Campus is quieter in the summer, but some undergraduate
students are still around Ann Arbor, doing internships or taking summer classes; graduate students and young adults, of
course, are here year-round. Worship and dinner continue with a smaller crowd, and I’'m gathering weekly with students and
young adults for a Bible study series on Jesus’s parables.

It’s been a busy summer for me so far. | completed a continuing education course on adaptive leadership with a final multi-
day intensive session in May; then | attended Synod Assembly with two student voting members, Elli and Leah; and then |
headed to Denver for the annual LuMin (National Lutheran Campus Ministry Network) conference, for which | served on the
organizing committee. It’s a gift to be in these spaces, sharing community with fellow pastors and gaining inspiring ideas as we
look toward the excitement of fall.

In our Bible study on the Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13, one of our young adults remarked on Jesus’s acknowledgement
that bearing good fruit doesn’t look the same for every seed, even if it’s planted in the same good soil. What’s important is that
the fruit is good. It’s a blessing to continue to tend this good soil. Sometimes, we are privileged to get the chance to see what
starts to grow. Thanks so much for your part in making it possible for this ministry to bear such good fruit.

v - Blessings,
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Pastor Elizabeth

Above: Maddie, Josh, Reese, Jenna,
Avery, Emma, Dominique, Jaiden, David,
and Rachel are blessed on graduation
recognition Sunday. (Not pictured: Will,
Curtiss, Abbey, Julian, Roy, Devin)

Right: Elli, Leah, and Pastor Elizabeth at
Synod Assembly;

Leah, Abby, and Parker working on the
rain garden




A SENSE OF PEACE

Sophie graduated from U of M in 2022 with her Bachelor of Public Health, then went on to get her Juris Doctor from Case
Western in 2025. Her undergraduate focus gave her a special lens for law. “l wanted to be somebody who thought outside of the
box and looked at the whole person,” she says. Currently, Sophie is serving as a clerk for a federal judge in Marquette, Michigan.
While she was at the University of Michigan, Sophie was very involved at Lord of Light and the Lutheran Campus Ministry, serving
as a student leader for multiple years, as well as on the LoL council and the LCM board.

It was Sophie’s pastor from high school who first recommended that she try LoL/LCM. “The first time | went, | didn’t feel like it
was the right fit for me,” she says, “but something kept drawing me back. Pastor Elizabeth continued to reach out, so | decided to
try it again - and then | really connected.”

Sophie is the kind of person who goes all-in on whatever she’s involved in, and she was busy in college. Still, she says, “I felt like |
was missing something in my college life. | was having a lot of fun, | enjoyed going to classes, | enjoyed my friends, but | felt like a
true sense of community was missing. | tried different church communities, and | always felt a little uncomfortable, like | couldn't
open up. When | eventually landed at LCM, | felt like | really could.
Before, it felt like | was reaching for something and nothing was
working.”

LoL and LCM gave Sophie a place to have deeper conversations. “I
always had people to talk to about the hard things,” she says. “I think
sometimes in college, you have lots of really surface-level friendships
that are fun, but you don’t always have people to talk through the big
stuff and what’s going on in the world. | always felt like | had a
community at LCM where | could have those conversations. | got really
busy, and | felt like | would always look forward to the things we had
going on at LCM. Going on Sundays and being together gave me a
sense of peace and community.”

Sophie found lots of ways to get involved. Early on, Pastor Elizabeth
invited her to lead a conversation group on a book by Rev. Nadia Bolz-
Weber, which gave her leadership experience and a sense of
ownership. As a student leader, she helped organize and deliver
Advent kits for the community to engage in spiritual practices while
sheltering in place during Covid. When students decided to plant
pollinator gardens, gardening gave her another outlet for the anxiety
that accompanies academic study. “There were times when | was so
stressed with finals, and | would garden with everyone, and the pastor’s
kids were there. It was so great to get my hands dirty with something
and feel really good about it and take my mind off the hard stuff.”

For current students, Sophie has some advice: “Even though it can be
a really busy and chaotic time in life, take advantage of the resources
and community that LCM provides, because it really is a special place.
College goes by faster than you think.”

Pastor Elizabeth with Hunter (Mechanical Engineering, 2023)
and Sophie at their wedding in 2025
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CONNECTED TO GOD

Rebecca is a sophomore studying Movement Science. In high
school, she started playing sports and got really into it. An injury
made her decide that she wanted to help other people with their
own sports injuries, and she realized that being a sports medicine
doctor would be a great way to do that. “I'd rather prevent injury
in the first place,” she says. “I think a lot of preventative medicine
is interesting - it comes down to exercise and healthy lifestyle
choices. | want to help people live a fuller life.”

Rebecca tried a few different churches freshman year, but
nothing quite clicked. She had seen posters for Lord of Light and
LCM around campus, but her study groups were at the same time.
During her sophomore year, though, Rebecca has gotten involved
in both worship and Wednesday night Bible studies. “This year,
Rebecca says, | made sure to schedule my study groups at a
different time so | could come, and | also live a 30-second walk away now!”

Rebecca appreciates that the sermons she hears at Lord of Light and LCM tend to be focused on how we show up in
Christian community rather than personal improvement. That communal focus resonated with her. “Sometimes, sermons in
other places feel too self-centered. | feel like it always comes back to community here. | thought the first sermon was good, so
| kept coming back! | made it fit into my schedule so I’'m pretty much always here now - | come straight from work.”

It’s the dinners that have helped Rebecca connect most with the people at LoL and LCM. “You learn,” she says, “and then you
go downstairs and share a meal. | think sharing a meal is one of the most connecting things you can do. On my first Sunday, |
figured out that someone | met was my neighbor, and then she wound up being in my Chinese class, too. Everyone is super
nice and it makes me feel more connected to God knowing that | have people that I'll see every Sunday.”




	LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
	Summer 2026
	LIGHT YEARS
	OPEN ARMS
	@lcm.um
	801 S. Forest Ave., Ann Arbor, MI 48104

	“But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty. ”
	-Matthew 13:23

	GOOD FRUIT
	Pastor Elizabeth Friedman
	The rain garden we planted at church in April is starting to bloom, and we continue to see the good fruit our ministry bears. This spring, we sent 16 graduates into the world. During graduation weekend, we served as a hub for the Ann Arbor Zero Waste effort to ensure students could donate their unwanted furniture, home goods, clothing, and nonperishables to area organizations as they frantically moved out of their apartments. Campus is quieter in the summer, but some undergraduate students are still around Ann Arbor, doing internships or taking summer classes; graduate students and young adults, of course, are here year-round. Worship and dinner continue with a smaller crowd, and I’m gathering weekly with students and young adults for a Bible study series on Jesus’s parables.    It’s been a busy summer for me so far. I completed a continuing education course on adaptive leadership with a final multi-day intensive session in May; then I attended Synod Assembly with two student voting members, Elli and Leah; and then I headed to Denver for the annual LuMin (National Lutheran Campus Ministry Network) conference, for which I served on the organizing committee. It’s a gift to be in these spaces, sharing community with fellow pastors and gaining inspiring ideas as we look toward the excitement of fall.    In our Bible study on the Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13, one of our young adults remarked on Jesus’s acknowledgement that bearing good fruit doesn’t look the same for every seed, even if it’s planted in the same good soil. What’s important is that the fruit is good. It’s a blessing to continue to tend this good soil. Sometimes, we are privileged to get the chance to see what starts to grow. Thanks so much for your part in making it possible for this ministry to bear such good fruit.
	Blessings,
	Pastor Elizabeth


	A SENSE OF PEACE
	Sophie graduated from U of M in 2022 with her Bachelor of Public Health, then went on to get her Juris Doctor from Case Western in 2025. Her undergraduate focus gave her a special lens for law. “I wanted to be somebody who thought outside of the box and looked at the whole person,” she says. Currently, Sophie is serving as a clerk for a federal judge in Marquette, Michigan. While she was at the University of Michigan, Sophie was very involved at Lord of Light and the Lutheran Campus Ministry, serving as a student leader for multiple years, as well as on the LoL council and the LCM board.    It was Sophie’s pastor from high school who first recommended that she try LoL/LCM. “The first time I went, I didn’t feel like it was the right fit for me,” she says, “but something kept drawing me back. Pastor Elizabeth continued to reach out, so I decided to try it again – and then I really connected.”   Sophie is the kind of person who goes all-in on whatever she’s involved in, and she was busy in college. Still, she says, “I felt like I was missing something in my college life.  I was having a lot of fun, I enjoyed going to classes, I enjoyed my friends, but I felt like a true sense of community was missing. I tried different church communities, and I always felt a little uncomfortable, like I couldn't
	open up. When I eventually landed at LCM, I felt like I really could. Before, it felt like I was reaching for something and nothing was working.”  LoL and LCM gave Sophie a place to have deeper conversations. “I always had people to talk to about the hard things,” she says. “I think sometimes in college, you have lots of really surface-level friendships that are fun, but you don’t always have people to talk through the big stuff and what’s going on in the world. I always felt like I had a community at LCM where I could have those conversations. I got really busy, and I felt like I would always look forward to the things we had going on at LCM. Going on Sundays and being together gave me a sense of peace and community.”  Sophie found lots of ways to get involved. Early on, Pastor Elizabeth invited her to lead a conversation group on a book by Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber, which gave her leadership experience and a sense of ownership. As a student leader, she helped organize and deliver Advent kits for the community to engage in spiritual practices while sheltering in place during Covid. When students decided to plant pollinator gardens, gardening gave her another outlet for the anxiety that accompanies academic study. “There were times when I was so stressed with finals, and I would garden with everyone, and the pastor’s kids were there. It was so great to get my hands dirty with something and feel really good about it and take my mind off the hard stuff.”   For current students, Sophie has some advice: “Even though it can be a really busy and chaotic time in life, take advantage of the resources and community that LCM provides, because it really is a special place. College goes by faster than you think.”

	CONNECTED TO GOD
	Rebecca is a sophomore studying Movement Science. In high school, she started playing sports and got really into it. An injury made her decide that she wanted to help other people with their own sports injuries, and she realized that being a sports medicine doctor would be a great way to do that. “I’d rather prevent injury in the first place,” she says. “I think a lot of preventative medicine is interesting – it comes down to exercise and healthy lifestyle choices. I want to help people live a fuller life.”   Rebecca tried a few different churches freshman year, but nothing quite clicked. She had seen posters for Lord of Light and LCM around campus, but her study groups were at the same time. During her sophomore year, though, Rebecca has gotten involved in both worship and Wednesday night Bible studies. “This year, Rebecca says, I made sure to schedule my study groups at a
	different time so I could come, and I also live a 30-second walk away now!”    Rebecca appreciates that the sermons she hears at Lord of Light and LCM tend to be focused on how we show up in Christian community rather than personal improvement. That communal focus resonated with her. “Sometimes, sermons in other places feel too self-centered. I feel like it always comes back to community here. I thought the first sermon was good, so I kept coming back! I made it fit into my schedule so I’m pretty much always here now – I come straight from work.”    It’s the dinners that have helped Rebecca connect most with the people at LoL and LCM. “You learn,” she says, “and then you go downstairs and share a meal. I think sharing a meal is one of the most connecting things you can do. On my first Sunday, I figured out that someone I met was my neighbor, and then she wound up being in my Chinese class, too. Everyone is super nice and it makes me feel more connected to God knowing that I have people that I’ll see every Sunday.”


