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LIGHT YEARS

SERVING WITH MISSION A2
Sophie Dettling, Senior, Public Health

For the first time in my three and a half years at U of M, I found myself without class or work
commitments on Fridays this semester. In true planner fashion, I brainstormed how I wanted to
spend this extra time in the weeks ahead. My mind wandered back to the warming center Lord of
Light hosted in Vida before the pandemic. This semester, I returned to the warming center in
different church locations across Ann Arbor, serving breakfast and striking up conversations with
visitors.
The daytime warming center organized by MISSION A2 is a community space where anyone can
come for a hot meal, play a board game, or rest safely. At the heart of the warming center’s
mission is to connect those in our community struggling with homelessness throughout the winter
months when freezing temperatures throughout the day can be dangerous. After my first morning
shift, I left with mixed emotions of gratitude, joy, and guilt. I felt gracious for my ability to access
all of the healthcare, support systems, and educational resources this campus has to offer. Joy
lingered from the rich conversations and laughter I shared with warming center guests. Yet, a
feeling of guilt lingered as I walked back to my warm apartment with a refrigerator full of
ingredients for lunch. What really clicked at that moment for me was that a handful of privileges
and resources separated me from the guests who rely on the warming center daily.
Later in the semester, LOL/LCM students and congregation members prepared and served
breakfast for the daytime warming center. Before church on Sunday, we chatted about our week
while cracking dozens of eggs to create casseroles. On Tuesday morning, we gathered at First
Baptist Church. Between serving casserole slices, refilling coffee, and checking in with warming
center guests, the morning was a positive and rewarding experience. We plan to continue to
partner with MISSION A2 to help ease the challenges of homelessness in our community.
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For everything there is a season, and a time for
every purpose under heaven. – Ecclesiastes 3:1

LETTER FROM THE PASTOR
Pastor Elizabeth Friedman
I realized recently that I’ve been a pastor during a pandemic nearly as long as I was a
pastor before the pandemic. I was ordained in 2017, had two full academic years (plus a
few months) before March of 2020, and have now had nearly two full academic years
(plus a few months) to pastor during Covid.
It’s hard to figure out what things are supposed to look like when we’d only just
started to hit our stride in winter of 2020, and when the last two academic years have
involved
much
pivoting.
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And yet, there are so many glimmers of what will be.
I am incredibly excited that a
major gift from the closure of St.
Andrew’s
Lutheran
Church
in
Bloomfield Hills will be used, in
part, to start paying our student
leaders a monthly honorarium so
that they can afford to use more of
their time and gifts at church. I’m
thrilled that part of that same
generous gift will be a catalyst for
some innovative ideas we've been
waiting to have the funding to do
(stay tuned!). I’m elated that after
two years, we were finally able to
gather
for
our
architecture
workshop, originally scheduled for
April 4, 2020, to begin the process
of planning a new, inspiring, accessible, and forward-looking building that will serve the
ministry for at least its next 100 years. As this academic year comes to a close, I am
reminded that there is a season for everything. Our crisis season of the pandemic is
winding down, and we are now looking forward with excitement to ways in which we can
better serve our students and other community members in person; we are looking
forward to gathering together more, and even eating together more, and all the
challenges and joys that entails.
Our ministry will continue to be marked by what we have learned during this pandemic
season: we now know that we can and should make our meetings as accessible as
possible; I’m now accustomed to pre-recording my sermon every week and putting it on
Instagram and YouTube for anyone who might not be able to make it on Sunday; we know
that in-person gatherings are worth the effort, even when it’s raining or snowing, and
that the fireplace makes everything better.
We’re beginning a season of new learning now, as we adjust our behaviors to continue
to create community according to the needs of the current time. There is nothing new
under the sun, of course - churches and ministries have had to adapt countless times
over the millennia. We will continue in that same tradition.
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SUNDAY DINNERS RETURN
It’s no surprise that Communion is such a big deal for Christians – eating together is
powerful. Perhaps one of the biggest losses during Covid was the loss of our ability to eat
together. Our Sunday dinners are one of our most important community-building events
– they’re where students and other community members get to know each other, engage
in conversation, and form lasting relationships.
We had to pause dinners again during the Omicron surge in January and February, but
resumed offering Sunday night dinners after spring break in March. The warmer weather
has also helped, since folks can simply pull up our picnic tables and eat outside!
Most of this year's dinners were provided by LoL member Kathy Bonds and Pastor
Elizabeth. We're pausing again over the summer while we rebuild our volunteer ranks, but
we are looking forward to offering dinner again consistently starting in the fall.

If you’re close by, please consider signing up
to provide dinner here:
www.lcm-um.org/sunday-dinner-signup
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COLLEGE DURING COVID
Shelby Shaughnessy, Senior, Gender & Health, Pre-Med

As I enter into the last stretch of my undergraduate career, I notice I have
been spending a lot of time reflecting on the past few years and all that has
happened. For myself and likely most U of M students, the past two years
have been a mix of seemingly endless Zoom calls and slow transitions back
into this "new normal". With all the unknowns the past few years of pandemic
life have brought, I find it comforting to reflect on the constants I have had
within these times of change, one of them being Lord of Light.
Since becoming involved in Lord of Light during my second year in Ann
Arbor, it has been nice to have a constant sense of belonging in a
community. Following the start of attending services, I found a place where
not only food was provided (which is a HUGE plus as a college student), but
also an affirming, kind congregation to go alongside the much-needed
weekly sermons. Being from a smaller, conservative town, it was wonderful
to feel like I could fully be myself while exploring my relationship with God at
the same time.
I clearly remember filling out the
application form to be a student
leader at the beginning of 2020. I was
sitting in my high school bedroom at
my parents' house, beginning what I
thought was just a few weeks of social
distancing and an odd college
experience. Although it turned out to
in fact not be a temporary thing, I am
glad I continued to fulfill an active
role in Lord of Light. Having the
church (whether in-person or online)
and the community by my side during
my time at U of M has provided me
with a place I hope all college
students are able to find for
themselves.
Additionally, within the past year, I have been given the opportunity to begin and
complete my training to become an EMT, a job which I have now been working parttime following the start of fall semester. Having these experiences in healthcare,
especially during a pandemic, can be a lot, yet it is nice to find comfort in the
constants I have in my life when these experiences get to be overwhelming. Having
constants during endless change is something I find comforting, and I am grateful
Lord of Light has been one of those during my undergraduate career.

4

INTERFAITH WORK ON CAMPUS
Kitty Oppliger, Master of Public Health Program
This semester, I was accepted as a member of the
Interfaith Advisory Board. This is a new initiative on
campus, in response to a growing need for interfaith
relations and conflict resolution and mediation. So far,
this has been a wonderful experience connecting and
relating to students from many religious backgroundsvarious Christian denominations, Sikhism, Judaism,
Hinduism and Islam are represented within our group.
In our monthly meetings, we discuss living out our
respective faith traditions on campus and ways in which
the University could better support the diversity of
religious identities within the student body. We serve as
a neutral entity that does not align with any particular
organization and aim to create a safe space for
dialogue.
This past winter, I participated in an interfaith panel,
where students from various religious groups on
campus- Hillel, Vedanta Society, Muslim Students'
Association, and the Church of Latter-Day Saints were
represented, in addition to myself. We tackled
questions such as:
“What are some reasons for a person to believe in a
particular faith over others?
"What are some ways people rationalize the
existence of God or a higher power?”
“How do you think we can maintain a peaceful
dialogue and challenge narratives of conflict or
disagreement across religious communities?”
“What is the value in studying other religions, faiths,
and belief systems other than your own?”
We also discussed some shared values among all religions, and how we live out our
faith on and off campus.
In addition to meetings and Interfaith dialogue, The Advisory Board offers various
learning opportunities, such as visiting places of worship, and attending lectures by
religious scholars and service opportunities. I am looking forward to engaging more
as this initiative grows, and helping to shape a supportive and productive
community for people of all religions at the University.
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BEQUEST MAKES SOUND SYSTEM
& LIVE STREAMING POSSIBLE
Lord of Light received a generous bequest from the family of long-time LoL
member Tom Stapleton, who passed away on March 7, 2021. Tom loved music, and an
accident had made it impossible for him to attend church services in our
inaccessible building, keeping him from a community that had been so important
and life-giving for him. Lord of Light's council realized that if we'd had live streaming
capabilities, Tom could have continued to access our community remotely while also
continuing to receive visits from his friends at LoL.
The bequest was enough to purchase the components of a good, basic sound
system that will also be able to capture high-quality sound, mix it with the view from
a basic camera, and allow us to live-stream good-quality worship videos for those
who can't be with us in person. In order to make this system work properly, the
sanctuary also needed an internet upgrade. Ph.D. candidate Josh Scott, who also
happens to be a contractor, headed up a team of volunteers to run the wiring, drill
through the concrete walls, and make it look like almost nothing had happened.
It's not a particularly visible addition, but this important upgrade will help us serve
all of our community better, especially those who aren't able to worship in person.

Top: Tom Stapleton
Bottom: Our team of volunteers in action:
Curtiss, Don, Matt, Josh, and Pastor Elizabeth
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BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE:
ARCHITECTURE WORKSHOP #1
Anyone who's been in our building knows that, although it's got a lot of cool things
going for it (that fireplace!), it is incredibly inaccessible. Besides the obvious lack
of access for anyone who experiences difficulty navigating stairs, there are certain
things we simply cannot legally upgrade until we deal with the accessibility issues in
our building. For instance, we are not allowed to engage in a meaningful renovation
of the bathrooms unless we also address our lack of ADA compliance. However, a
feasibility study that explored bringing us into ADA compliance found that it would
be nearly as expensive to retrofit the building as it would be to start over.
Additionally, a new building could potentially give us substantially more square
footage, allowing us to have a commercial kitchen (something that becomes ever
more important as health department regulations increasingly include faith
communities), well-planned student housing for an intentional, faith-led living
community, as well as an inspiring sanctuary and separate lounge. We would also be
able to build a sustainable structure for the next 100 years of ministry that would
ultimately lower the set costs of having a building from which to do ministry.
Former LoL member and landscape architecture professor Joan Nassauer
connected us with InParallel Architects and ArchoLab, two local architecture firms
with ties to the university, and we are embarking on a series of three workshops to
begin the process of planning for a new building. During our first workshop,
students expressed the desire to have a distinct worshiping space that they could
access throughout the week for reflection and prayer, and we brainstormed about
what is important about the building (the fieldstones collected by students in 1951
that make up so many parts of the building, for instance, and - again - the
fireplace).
The building repairs and upgrades we undertook in 2018 and 2019 have been
incredibly important for ensuring we offer as welcoming a space as we possibly can
right now, but it's also important to plan for the future of this ministry even as the
fruits of that labor allow us to continue to grow and thrive. Stay tuned as we
continue to plan, dream, and take our next most faithful steps.

NEW POLLINATOR GARDEN
Thanks to a generous memorial gift from the family of Lord of Light
member Carey Gardiner Mack, as well as a Thrivent Action Grant, we
are digging another pollinator garden - this time, under the large
walnut tree at the corner of S. Forest and Hill.
Students from Lord of Light/LCM joined with students from Michigan
Redefined, an ecumenical service organization, to engage in some prefinals "digging therapy." There's nothing quite like getting your hands
dirty when you're stressed! Native, juglone-resistant pollinator plants
were planted at the end of May. This garden will provide color and
interest from early spring through late fall, as well as a habitat and
food for birds and insects.
Carey was very involved in our last pollinator garden installation,
loved the outdoors, and cared deeply for the planet. This shade garden
is being planted in her memory.

Top: Carey
Bottom: Pastor Elizabeth &
Roland Schaedig; our crew
working hard to get things
ready for planting

THANK YOU!
We are so grateful for you, our donors, who share in our mission of forming faithful servants for the
sake of the world in inclusive Christian community. Your gifts ensure that our ministry will not
only be sustained, but grow and thrive, and we could not do our work without your generosity.
Thank you for participating in our ministry!
Mary and Lowell Amick
Donovan & Anne Bakalyar
Dorothy Bauer
David Bonheimer
Dorothy Boone
Aiden & Ann Booren
Gail Booren
Mike & Elenore Bremer
David & Cheryl Bubolz
Angus Burch
Marilyn Burgard
John & Barbara Calogero
Christine Carlsen-Sharley
David & Stephanie Carlson
Christian & Anne Casper
Robert Christensen & Katherine Gibson
Jane & Ned Cooper
Alyssa Cozad
James Crowfoot
Brian Deames
Mary Lou Deisroth
Alyssa Downs
Paul & Nancy Durance
Rick Durance
John & Carolyn Dwyer
John & Charlene Eastman
Stan Eckermann
Ronald & Cindy Eisenhart
Ronald Ferrari
Perry & Casey Francis
Elizabeth & Matt Friedman
John Glisson

Dan Grafton
Glen Greenlee
Jay Haite
Mark & Pamela Hall
Helen & Roger Harms
Aaron Haury & Jared Boot
Karen & Lynn Herche
James Hicks
Anita Hill
Jennifer Hon
Roger & Janice Horn
John & Karen Warsop
Judy Judd
Ruth Kallio
Arthur Knechtel
Stuart & Tina Korshavn
Kurt & Kim Kowalski
Don & Kristin Kreiss
Tim & Kelly Krohn
Steven Kurtz
Louis Laux
David Lendt
Dorothea Lipp
Brent Lofgren
Mary Mack
Brian Manzo
Mara Markovs
Jan Marvar
Mark Mau & Kathy Bonds
Norma Mau
Jane & Jen McBride-Nagel
Tom & Heidi McFadden

As always, please advise us if our list needs to be corrected. Thank you!

THANK YOU!
Stephen McNutt
Stanley & Robin Mendenhall
Herman & Bernice Merte
Peggy Metzler & Don Immen
John & Carol Mickel
David & Karen Moerdyk
Judith Moldenhauer
Bill & Sally Moldwin
Douglas Oppliger
Sonja Page
Dana Runestad & Barry Rabe
Nick Roumel
Peter Santogade
Neil & Tammy Sawyer
Jennifer Saye
Roland Schaedig & Barb Hayworth
Dave Schrumpf & Chuck Chambers
Josh Scott
Sarah Scott
Herman Sealey
Vic Seppi
S. Erving & Nancy Severtson
Emily Sippola

Mert Spencer
Estate of Thomas Stapleton
Terry Stapleton
Georgine Steude
Daniel Strunk
Raymond & Polly Sund
James & Jill Tallman
Bob & Diane Tallman
Joe Tesar
Clare Thiem
Charles Waldron
Spencer & Frances Walters
Gordon & Lois Ward
Susan & Robert Wefald
Bryan & Layale Weinert
Donna Ford-Werntz
Sandra Wickes
David & Kristie Wiggert
Judith Winkler
Charlotte Wolfe
Mary Alice Wotring
Stan & Maryan Yoder
Carl & Mary Ida Yost
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2021 CONGREGATIONAL PARTNERS
Lord of Light Lutheran, Ann Arbor
Zion Lutheran, Ann Arbor
Zion Lutheran, Chelsea
Trinity Lutheran, Ann Arbor
Emmanuel Lutheran, Ypsilanti
Beautiful Savior, Bloomfield Hills
Holy Faith Church, Saline
St. Paul Lutheran, Dearborn
We are so grateful for your continued partnership and
support. Thank you for sharing in ministry with us!

A very special thank-you to the people of
St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Bloomfield Hills, who
thought to include us in their legacy as their congregation
closed. We are so very grateful for your gift.
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YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE,
AND THERE ARE SO MANY WAYS TO GIVE!

TALK TO YOUR REGIONAL ELCA GIFT PLANNER
The ELCA foundation offers free gift planning services as a
ministry of the ELCA, and can help you to plan your gifts to
align with your generous intentions. Please let us know if you
would like us to connect you with the ELCA Foundation.

DIRECT YOUR THRIVENT CHOICE
DOLLARS TO LCM AT U OF M

Give online:
www.lcm-um.org/give

If you have a qualifying Thrivent account, please
consider directing your Thrivent Choice Dollars to
Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of
Michigan!
Simply go to:
1. https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
OR

2. Call 800-847-4836 and indicate “Thrivent
Choice” when prompted. Please indicate that you
would like to direct your Thrivent Choice dollars to
Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of
Michigan.
Choice Dollars designated during the calendar
year can be directed until March 31 of the following
year. For example, you can direct Choice Dollars
designated to you in 2022 until March 31, 2023.

@lcm.um

www.lcm-um.org

REFER A STUDENT!
Do you know someone going to
college or grad school this fall?
You can help them connect to
one of 240+ ELCA-affiliated
campus ministries across the
country by visiting
www.luminelca.org, and make
sure their pastor can get in touch
with them right away! Faith is
such an important part of all of
our lives, and students
are no exception!
801 S. Forest Ave.,
Ann Arbor, MI 48104

